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Five Year Assessment of Challenges, Opportunities & Progress

Rebuilding New Orleans



 Develop social and economic opportunities in the 
community.

 Enhance personal and community quality of life.

 Provide valuable resources and support networks to 
identify and resolve the community needs.

 Expand corporate partnerships for economic 
development growth.

 Retain and re-populate the Gentilly community through 
residential and commercial revitalization.
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 Dillard CDC recognizes that the future health and vitality of 
Dillard is dependent on the viability and physical improvement 
of its Gentilly 

 Neighborhood; therefore Dillard CDC seeks to provide 
leadership in the revitalization of  Gentilly and New Orleans by 
using the 

 University’s  economic,  intellectual, social and cultural capital 
in partnership with other  community stakeholders.

Dillard University CDC 
Strategic Vision
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Socio-demographic Characteristics by 
Dillard University Area Zip Code 2000

70124

2000 Population: 22,951

Median Income: $51,684 

Median Price of House:$185,600 

70122

2000 Population 46,533

Median Income: $31,014 

Median Price of House: $75,400  

Dillard 
University 

70126
2000 Population:40,677

Median Income: 

$30,627 

Median Price of House: 

$62,700 

70119 2000 Population: 50,175

Median Income: $21,297

Median Price of House: $71,300 

Based on 2008 ESRI data. ESRI: Environmental Systems Research Institute
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Socio-demographic Characteristics by 
Dillard University Area Zip Code 2008

70124
2008 Population: 11,210

Median Income: $56,667

Median Price of House:$243,543

70122

2008 Population 23,878

Median Income: $38,235

Median Price of House: $113,803

70126
2008 Population:16,548

Median Income: 

$30,627 

Median Price of House: 

$91,306 

70119
2008 Population: 34,118

Median Income: $26,750

Median Price of House: $101,690

Based on 2008 ESRI data. ESRI: Environmental Systems Research Institute
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The Gentilly area 

consists of 22 

neighborhood 

groups.   

The CDC is 

targeting Blocks B, 

C, E, F, G, H, I, J, 

M, O, P, and R 
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 The CDC works together with a growing 
number of revitalized Gentilly 
neighborhood associations/advisory team:
 Sugar Hill
 Gentilly Heights – East 
 Lower Gentilly 
 Virgil Park 
 Filmore Gardens 
 Indian Village 
 Oak Park 
 Paris Oaks 
 Pilotland 9



 The team  has been involved in a series of 
Community Leadership  Trainings , 
sponsored by NeighborWorks America.  The 
trainings include:
 Strengthen leadership skills

 Capacity building

 Improving neighborhoods

 Formulating action plans

 Building and organizing partners
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 The CDC has established partnerships for 

support in the Gentilly Community with 

public, non-profits and private sector 

companies, generating grant funds through 

foundations, federal, state and private entities. 

Reaching out to organizations for resources 

inkind, and manpower.   
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Partners

 U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development

 US Army Corps of Engineers
 Regions Bank 
 Volunteers of America
 EXCELth, Inc
 New Orleans Redevelopment 

Authority
 Iberia Bank
 Whitney Bank
 Capital One Bank
 Consumer Credit Counseling 

Service of Greater New 
Orleans

 Federal Deposit Insurance 
Company (FDIC)

 Regions Bank

 Housing Authority of New 
Orleans (HANO)

 Chase Bank

 Beacon of Hope Resource 
Center

 Hilton New Orleans Riverside

 Enterprise Community 
Partners, Inc

 Entergy New Orleans
 Louisiana Housing Finance 

Authority
 New Orleans Neighborhood 

Development Foundation 
(NDF)

 LSU AgCenter



 Lower 
Gentilly

 Return of the Crepe 
Myrtles 

 Signage for Neighborhood 
 Walking Path around 

Bradley Park 
 Oak Park
 Street repair
 Signage 
 Blighted home financing
 Indian Village
 Park restoration
 Drainage
 Neighborhood Clean up

 Gentilly Heights East

 Underground Power lines

 Community/Information Center

 Filmore Gardens

 Drainage Improvement

 Playground Improvement/ 
Restructure

 Bike Lane/Bike Path 

 Library

 Health Clinic

 Paris Oaks/Bayou Vista 
Neighborhood Association

 Neighborhood Signs

 Safe area for kids to play

 Community Center
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DU 
CDC 
GRC

Health and 
Wellness

1

Neighborhood 
Security

2

Renters and  
Homeowners 

Counseling and 
Acquisition

3

Life Skills and Job 
Readiness
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•NeighborWorks America

•U.S. Department of Housing and Urban      

Development.

•Louisiana Disaster Recovery Foundation

•Fannie Mae Foundation

•Blue Cross and Blue Shield of  Louisiana

•Capital One Bank

•Entergy New Orleans

•Enterprise Community Partners

Leveraging our Funding
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The Student Union Recreation, Health and Wellness Center 

will offer much needed health care service for Gentilly 

residents, as well as Dillard students, faculty and staff. 



Health Fair 
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 Dillard’s Community Safety Program is an educational 
program to provide a means to maintain a safe environment 
for residents,  that will contribute to the substantial 
reinvestment  in both commercial and housing .

 Seminars / training sessions are conducted monthly for 
community residents.  These trainings  include:   
 Stress Reduction / Conflict Resolution
 Effective Neighborhood Watch 
 Fire Prevention and Safety
 Modern Crimes and Issues / Identity Theft 
 Reporting Crimes and Suspicious Activity / Calling 911First 

Aid
 Self Defense / Personal Safety  Management 
 Door and Lock Safety
Seminars provided through a grant sponsored by the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban
Development.
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 The youth financial literacy training focuses on educating 
youth about financial responsibility. Areas important to 
youth financial literacy include general knowledge of 
how the banking system, credit and debit cards, 
investments basics, the mental game of money and 
related aspects personal money management.  Training 
provided through a grant sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.  
Additional partners include Regions Bank, Capital One 
Bank and FDIC.
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Renters and Home Owner 
Counseling
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 The CDC has partnered with several 
volunteer groups to assist in the 
revitalization of the Gentilly community. 
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Neighborhood Signage
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 The CDC conduct needs assessments
as a process for determining and 
addressing "gaps" between current 
conditions and desired conditions.   
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 Recovery School District/Gregory Middle

 Langston Hughes Academy

 Federal Deposit Insurance Company

 Housing Authority of New Orleans

 Fidelity Bank

 Capital One Bank

 Regions Bank

 Whitney Bank
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Nick L. Harris

Assistant Vice President

Community & Economic Development

Director, DU Community Development Corp.

2601 Gentilly Boulevard

New Orleans, Louisiana 70122

Phone: (504)816-4205

E-mail: nharris@dillard.edu

35


